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U.S. & World History; Grade - 9

Ohio Standards

This lesson is applicable to the Ohio Standards/OGT, covering the era of the Second Industrial Revolution/”Captains of Industry”/”Gilded Age”.

Artwork Referenced:

Go to the Cleveland Art and History web site, www.clevelandarthistory.org; reference the following images:


A. Severance Hall - Image #131


B. Cleveland Art Museum - Image #144


C. Cleveland Public Library - Image # 130


D. Society Bank Building - Image # 131


E. Federal reserve Bank of Cleveland - Image #33


F. Terminal Tower Interior - Image #35

Goals:

1. Make students aware of the art embodied in the architecture of late 19th and early 20th century public architecture in Cleveland.

2. Make students aware of the financial power of Cleveland during the “Gilded Age” and the wealth that is demonstrated by these buildings.

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to identify the Classical elements of the public architecture, and relate the image of classical themes to the aim of the designers.

2. Students will understand that the intention of the architects/ builders and their clients was to establish an image of wealth/power and substance through this architecture.

3. Students will understand that these public structures were to be a series of tangible public images that verified Cleveland’s status as a “world class” city.

Learning Activities:


1. Go to the above listed Cleveland Art History web site.

2. Access the images one at a time.

3. Ask the students to answer the following:

A. 
What type of image/feeling does this building bring to mind when you look at it?

B. 
What statement do you think the builders/patrons were trying to make with this building?

C. 
What style of architecture from the past do these buildings borrow from?

D. 
Why would the builders/patrons choose this style of architecture?

*** Hand out a worksheet with the above questions, and have them respond to the

questions for EACH picture, and let the students know that they will be asked about their responses for these buildings/images.  Let them no that there are no “right or wrong” responses, just let their basic feelings be the judge.

Wrap-up

1. Make the students aware that the sponsorship of Neoclassical public architecture was a way for an individual/community/business to make a “statement” about their wealth/influence and importance while making an important philanthropical contribution to the community.

2. Make sure to tie this into the past, throughout history, ancient and Rome, Middle Ages, & Renaissance, wealthy patrons/groups of patrons paid for and dedicated to the community everything from arches, theaters, amphitheaters, temples and other public art the enrich their communities and enhance their reputations within their communities.

3. It is important to stress that Cleveland was a world class city duringthe late 19th and through much of the 20th centuries.  Students often perceive Cleveland as a “has - been city, make sure the students are aware of this world class past.

4. Make a second point about how important public art/architecture is in the making of a city’s self-image and public image nationally and abroad, and the economic benefits that come to cities that take the time/resources to invest in themselves.  Simply put people from around the country/world want to business with winners, and public art/architecture is a sure demonstration of the success of that city.

