“A Picture is Worth A Thousand Words”
Authors:

Tim Fitzpatrick, Lima City Schools

Courses:

US History, grades 9 and 11

Ohio Standards Met: 

To explain the effects of industrialization in the United States in the 19th Century  including: urbanization and the emergence of a middle class and its impact on leisure, art music, literature, and other aspects of culture; to explain the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution with emphasis on the growth of industrialization around the world.

Artwork:  
Memorials by George Adomeit;

Monuments by Ora Coltman  (reference page 121 in Transformations in Cleveland Art 1796-1946)

Goals & Objectives:

The students will observe the art piece by George Adomeit entitled Memorials.

    
The students will identify an historical meaning to the art piece. (Industrialism.)  

     
The students will engage in a writing assignment describing the art piece.
      
The students will evaluate the local effects of Industrialism in their neighborhood.

Student Activities:

Class discussion, essay writing, group discussion (3-4 students), internet research, drawing.
Teaching Methods/Discussion Points:  
Before the talk of the Industrial Revolution, place the pictures of the two pieces of art on the projector.  Ask the students to sit and observe the pieces making mental notes of what they see. Next ask the students to write a page long essay (1000 words) describing their meaning to one of the pictures.  When the students have finished their writing, then the students will sit in groups of 3-4 telling their interpretations to each other.  


Lastly the students will come together as a whole class and answer the following discussion questions.  After the discussion questions, the students will create a scene of their neighborhood using black and white colors to describe what they see.  
Questions: What do you see? According to the picture, what is your interpretation to the impact of industrialization? Negatives?  Positives?  List examples. Do you see a similar scene in your neighborhood?
Assessment:

Essay, discussion participation, drawing 

