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History Benchmark B:  Explain the social, political, and economic effects of industrialization.

Explain the effects of industrialization in the United States in including changes in the work and the workplace, urbanization, and the emergence of a middle class and its impact on the labor force.
Art Material Referenced: website—www.clevelandartandhistory.org
Goals:
To understand the history of Rocky River 


To look at and gain an appreciation for Cleveland works of Art


To connect themes in history and art


To create a visual display of the end product

Objectives: 
To research the history of the growth of Rocky River as it morphed from a small hamlet to a suburb of an industrializing city.
To understand patterns of settlement in Cleveland, Ohio after the Civil War and through the early twentieth century with special emphasis on the role of immigration and industrialization.
To view galleries of photography like Jasper Wood’s and evaluate photographs as historical documentation of a changing city.

To create a photo gallery to display these connections between the present and the past of Rocky River and its development as a suburb within a diverse metropolis.

Activities

Creating a Suburb:  Rocky River
By studying the rise of industry in Cleveland, you now understand the role that different ethnic groups played in the settlement of the city.  Furthermore, you have studied the role that the Model T, the radio, and the airplane played in the United States during the 1920s to make the country “feel smaller.”  People had the ability to move around and leave the area where they worked to purchase a home somewhere else, while still feeling connected to the city through radio shows and the rise of popular culture, such as sports or the growing boom in jazz and music. It was during this time that many homes were built in Rocky River and this small, sleepy hamlet became a larger Cleveland suburb.  
 

Your job is to look at the photo gallery by Jasper Wood and analyze the message in these photos.  How does he capture the emotions of the people?  The emotions of the city?  How is there a sense of development or change in these pictures?
Now, pretend you have been commissioned by the mayor to put together a scrapbook of Rocky River’s development as a suburb.  You will go to the Rocky River Library and utilize the resources they have on Rocky River history.  Scan pictures into your server folder from Rocky River’s early settlement days to its development as a larger suburb in the 1920s and 30s.  What different ethnic groups settled in Rocky River during this time?  

To receive your full commission, you must connect at least 10 photographs together in this theme of change by explaining in 3-4 sentences what is happening in the picture.  How does it show change and development during this time period?  After you have done this, you will be asked to create an artistic display of the ten photographs. What do your pictures say about the growth of Rocky River and the growth of suburbs in general?  How do they show the dramatic change in the makeup of cities?  How do your photographs explain a chapter in American history?  You may use personal family photos from Rocky River during this time if you have them.  Be sure to ask your parents at home!  
References:

Jasper Wood Photograph Collection at Cleveland Public Library


A History of Rocky River:  books on collection at Rocky River Public Library 
Cleveland Art:


www.clevelandartandhistory.org

Transformations in Cleveland Art 1796 – 1946


Angelica Pozo and Penny Rakoff’s mosaic bench near Jacob’s Field
